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Plan for Round Rock campus OK'd
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Texas State regents
endorse design for
higher education facility

By Camille Wheeler

AMERRAN-STATESMAN STAFF

ROUND ROCK — Call it an ar-
chitectural A-plus: After grading
designs a final time Friday, the
Texas State University System
Board of Regents unanimously ap-
proved plans for (he Round Rock
Higher Education Center's first
building.

The threestory, 125 000-square-

foot facility will hold all elassrooms
when the college campus opens in
fall 2005,

The system has authority over
Texas State University-San Marcos,
which will join Austin Community
College in offering classes and de-
gree programs at the campus in
northeastern Round Rock. Texas
State President Denise Trauth said
the initial enrollment could reach
about 3,200 students when it opens
and up to 5,000in the next few years.

“It's a beautiful building,” she
gaid, “Everyone in Central Texas is
going to be very, very proud.”

A groundbreaking tentatively is
set for 1 p.m. March 22, said Gerald
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The 125,000-square-foot building, shown here in a rendering, will hold
all classrooms at the Round Rock Higher Education Center.

CAMPUS: Enrollment
could start at 3,200
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campus, surrounded by 1,200
acres of Avery family land, is
about 1,000 feet west of the
Chandler Road and FM 1460
intersection.

“This is one of the most excit-
ing things in the history of the
institution,” Hill said. “We are
grateful to the Avery family for
providing the site, which will be
such amagnificent home for this
project. It"s just incredible.”

The new campus creates a
permanent home for the Round
Rock center, which was created
in 1998 as the North Austin/
Williamson County Multi-
Institution Teaching Center.
Currently, it operates in porta-
ble buildings. primarily at
Westwood High School. Texas
State has about 650 full-time
students enrolled at the center.

“This completes Round
Rock's package,” Avery said.
“¥ou have a pleasant place to
live, wvou have (secondary)
schools, you have parks and
recreation and employees, and

now vou have a university.”™ -

Avery is helping shape the
campus' master plan, already
approved by the Board of
Regents, and a master planned
community surrounding the
college on 1,200 additional acres
of his family's land. He is
working closely with contrac-
tors and the Graeber, Simmons
& Cowan Inc. architectural firm
and Gateway Planning Group,
two  Austin companies con-
tracted for the Round Rock uni-
versity project.

Initially, Awvery said, the
campus will sit on 20 acres of the
101-acre site, where university
development will be dictated by
growth. The first building will
take up about 1 acre, he said.

His family probably will play
a large role in shaping the styl-
ized community around the
campus, Avery said. Asked how
long the family would maintain
ownership of the land, he said,
“We've had it for 130 vears, so
we're not in a big hurry to sell
|
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Hill, vice president for university
advancement at Texas State-San
Marcos.

The campus is being financed
with a 27 million tuition revenue
bond package approved by the state
Legislature last year. Austin lawyer
John Avery's family donated 101
acres for the four-year school.

The building — which ultimately
might feature a contrasting brick
and copper roof, pitched with eave
overhangs, a native stone facade
and earth-tone brick — will stand in
a highly visible spot about 500 feet
south of Chandler Road. The
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