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Legislativebreakfast
setforSaturday

TheGreenRiverArea
DevelopmentDistrictwillhost
alegislativebreakfastat9a.m.
SaturdayattheGRADDoffice,
3860U.S.60West.

Locallegislatorswillbeon
handtotalkaboutthecurrent
GeneralAssemblysessionand
toanswerquestions.Free
breakfastwillbeservedat9
a.m.,andthelegislatorswill
speakat9:30a.m.

Formoreinformation,call
926-4433.

Officialsestimate
atleast$185million
instormdamages

FRANKFORT—Stateand
federalofficialssaydamage
estimatesfromtheJanuaryice
stormwilllikelytop$185million.

Kentucky’sEmergency
Managementdirector,Brig.
Gen.JohnW.Heltzel,saysthe
damageswereprimarily
relatedtothestate’selectric
utilities.Astatementfromthe
jointfieldoffice,which
includesFEMAofficials,says
thefinalfigurewillbehigher.

Teamsofrecovery
specialistshavebeen
calculatingthedamage
estimatessinceaFeb.5federal
disasterdeclarationby
PresidentBarackObamafor
93Kentuckycounties.The
orderallowslocalgovernments
andnonprofitorganizationsto
bereimbursedfordisaster-
relatedexpenses.

Academicteam’s
coachsuspended

RUSSELL—Aneastern
Kentuckyhighschoolacademic
coachhasbeensuspended
pendinganinvestigationinto
whyaregionalcompetitionwas
delayed.

RussellSchool
SuperintendentSusan
ComptontoldTheIndependent
ofAshlandonTuesdaynight
thatMattKnupphasbeen
temporarilyrelievedofhis
coachingdutiesatRussell
HighSchool,thoughheisstill
teaching.

Sevenschoolscomplained
afterKnuppinformedcontest
officialsSaturdaythatbuses
fromRussellwerebeing
delayedfortheregionalmatch
duetoweatherconcerns.

PaulG.BlazerHighSchool
AcademicCoachDanBoyer
sayshethinksKnupp
manipulatedaruletodelaythe
contestbecauseoneof
Russell’sstudentswasoutof
townonacollegevisit.

NewsTipLine
691-7205
CalltheMessenger-

InquirerNewsTipLineifyou
knowofsomethingthat
needsnewspapercoverage.

MakingGains

Personaltrainershelppeoplereachfitnessgoals

TomBuford,abrickmasonwhoneededphysicaltherapyafter
hebrokehisfootfouryearsago,liftsweightsWednesdayunder
the supervision of Shawn Scott, a personal trainer at the
OwensboroMedicalHealthSystemHealthPark.Buford hadn’t

done any exercise outside ofwork since he attendedAuburn
University in 1973. Buford said the therapy grew into regular
workoutswithhispersonaltrainerandhasgivenhimmoreener-
gy.

PhotosbyGaryEmord-Netzley,Messenger-Inquirer/gemord-netzley@messenger-inquirer.com,691-7318

Personal trainer Shawn Scott stretches TomBuford’s leg
muscles to help increase his flexibility Wednesday at the
OwensboroMedicalHealthSystemHealthPark.

ByRichSuwanski
Messenger-Inquirer

TomBufordusedtowalk
withalimpfroman
injurysufferedonthe

jobin1993,andnowthelimp
isalmostgone.

JudyWatkinswantedtoget
strongerandfeelbetter,and
oneyearlater,it’sMission:
Accomplished.

BufordandWatkinshave
reachedtheirgoalswiththe
helpofpersonaltrainersatthe
Owensboro
MedicalHealth
System
HealthPark.

Usedtobe,
personal
trainerswere
fashion
accessoriesfor
athletesand
celebrities
tryingtogetin
shape,or
subjectsofTV
realityshows.
Thesedays,
regularpeopleemploy
personaltrainersforavariety
ofreasons.

Buford,57,sufferedan8-
footfallwhileworkingasa
bricklayer.Hebrokehisheel
andwasoffworkforthree
monthstohealandfor
rehabilitation.

Bufordusedananti-
inflammatorydrugforawhile,
butnowhasregainedrangeof
motioninhisankleand
“doesn’teventakeaspirinfor
it,”hesaid.Hecreditsgood
rehabaftertheinjuryand

ongoingpersonaltrainingwith
ShawnScott,anexercise
physiologist,forthelastfour
years.

Hisanklewill,however,
forecasttheweather.

“Ifmyanklehurts,it’s
goingtorainintwoorthree
days,”Bufordsaid.

Buford’straininglasts50
minutesaday,threedaysa
week,andisn’tgearedjustfor
hisankle;it’safull-body
workout.Mondaysare

devotedtohis
legsand
shoulders,
Wednesdays
areforhisback
andchest,and
Fridaysarefor
armsand
abdominal
muscles.He
usesfree
weightsin
about75
percentofhis
exercises,with
25percenton

exercisemachines,Scottsaid.
“Oneofmyfavorite

exercisesisformylower
back,”Bufordsaid.“I’ve
almostmaxed-outonthat
machine.

“(Scott)overseeswhatI’m
doingandtellsyouhowtodo
theexercise.You’vegotto
pushyourselfifyou’regoing
todoyourbest.IfI’mby
myself,I’dquitbecauseIthink
I’dbeoverdoingit.”

Scottencouragesand

SeeFitness/PageC3

LotteryNumbers
Wednesday’slotterynumbers:
Kentucky
MiddayPick3:5-6-0
MiddayPick4:2-3-5-5
EveningPick3:5-6-3
EveningPick4:1-7-5-5
CashBall:7-11-22-29;
TheCashBallwas17
TheKickerwas9-6-8-8-4
WinForLife:6-8-11-21-25-41;
FreeBall28
Indiana
MiddayDaily3:8-6-6
MiddayDaily4:1-5-0-1
Mid.Lucky5:1-6-15-18-22
EveningDaily3:4-2-5
EveningDaily4:3-0-4-6
Eve.Lucky5:2-6-13-22-33
Lotto:6-13-27-42-44-46
Estimatedjackpot:$10.5million

Powerball:17-32-42-49-56;
ThePowerballwas11
ThePowerPlaywas4
Estimatedjackpot:$150.2million

ByJamesMayse
Messenger-Inquirer

The Owensboro-Daviess
County Industrial Authority cre-
ated the position of downtown
developer in early 2008. Shortly
after that, theGatewayPlanning
Groupwashired tocometo the
community and begin crafting a
plan to revitalize downtown
Owensboro.

Afterholdingpublicmeetings
andconferringwithofficialsover
aperiodofseveralmonths,Gate-
wayunveiledthedowntownmas-
ter plan in the fall. Since then,
numerous ar ticles have been
writtenabouttheplan.

Fred Reeves, Owensboro’s

downtowndevelopment
director, said Wednes-
day the downtown plan
—whichcityandcoun-
ty of ficials are on the
verge of implementing
— should not have
come as a surprise to
anyone.

“Everyone who says
they haven’t  heard
about the downtown
plan,  I  don’t  know
where they’ve been,”
R e e v e s  t o l d  t h e
Owensbor o  Rotar y
Club at the group’s noon meet-
ing at the Owensboro Country
Club. Reeves said the origins of

themasterplangoback
to previous downtown
proposals that were
created and shelved,
and to the “We The
People” town meeting
that drew 700 partici-
pants in November
2007.

“We’ve talked to
hundreds, probably
thousands of people,
aboutwhatneedstobe
d o n e  d o w n t o w n , ”
Reevessaid.

The downtown plan
calls for $79.4 million in public
investment, including the con-
struction of a 60,000-square-foot

indooreventandconventioncen-
ter,anartsacademy,acommuni-
ty plaza that could host outdoor
events and farmers markets,
upgrades to Smothers Park and
changes to Veterans Boulevard
andSecondStreettomakethem
friendliertopedestrians.

The plan calls for a private
developer to build a 250-room
downtownhotelnear theevents
center. Private development
would also create downtown
housingandretailbusinesses.

“I’mlookingforwardtoatime
when downtown is what it has
beeninthepastandwhat itwill
be in the future,” Reeves said.
Thedowntownplanwascreated

in a “very unique, very profes-
sionalandverywell thought-out
process,”hesaid.

“It is market-driven,” Reeves
said.“Weengagedaneconomist
to help us, so we weren’t just
guessingonthenumbers.”

The plan draws on the com-
munity’snatural strengths, such
astheriver,Reevessaid.

“We want to make sure we
leverage those assets,” Reeves
said.“Youcan’tbuyariver.”

Thegoalofdowntownrevital-
ization is to create an area that
will be attractive to people who
want to live downtown, Reeves

SeePlan/PageC3

Reeves:Planwaswell-devised

ByDariushShafa
Messenger-Inquirer

The death of an elderly
Owensboromanhasbeenruled
ahomicidebystateandlocaloffi-
cials,theresultofanassaultbya
fellowresidentatanOwensboro
nursinghome.

Leslie Tyler Mulligan, 78,
diedDec.8atOwensboroMedi-
cal Health System. Daviess
County Coroner Bob Howe list-
edtheprimarycauseofdeathas
acutebronchopneumonia,where
the lungs fill with fluid and the
victim drowns, caused by his
injuries.

“He died from complications
ofthebeating,”Howesaid.

Christopher Lee Jackson, 22,
was charged with first-degree
assaultbytheOwensboroPolice
Department after the assault,
which left Mulligan with a bro-
kenelbow,a fracturedskulland
bleedingintothebrain.

AccordingtoOPDofficersat
thesceneaftertheassault,which
took place Oct. 17 in the Rose-
dale Rest Home at 415 Sutton
Lane ,  Jackson r epeatedly
punched Mulligan and stomped
onhishead.

Howe said his ruling sends
thistothenextstep.

SeeHomicide/PageC3

Nursing
home
death
ruleda
homicide

Nearly32yearslater,the
memoriesofthatdayare
stillstrong.

Thedayin1977whenthey
openedthedoorstothebrand-
newExecutive
InnRivermont
andletus
wanderinside.

Thatseven-
storyatrium
withthe
skylightsin
theceiling
was
somethingwe
hadnever
seenin
Owensboro.

Westared
inaweaswe
walked
around,
craningournecks,tryingtotake
itallin.

Therewereseveralshops,an
indoorpool,anoutdoorpooland
aLasVegas-styleShowroom
Lounge.

Theelevatoronthebackof
thehotelhadaglasswallthat

SeeBigE/PageC3

BigE
deserves
onemore
chance

Keith
Lawrence
Messenger-

Inquirer

FredReeves
Downtown
development
director

DOWNTOWNMASTERPLAN

“IfeelbetterthanI
did20yearsago.I
can’tsayitturns
backtheclock,but
itslowsdownthe
agingprocess.”

—TomBuford
onhisexercise

regimen



ByBrettBarrouquere
AssociatedPress

LOUISVILLE—Formerwest-
ern Kentucky landowners and
their families are not entitled to
compensation for their property
the U.S. government used to
buildamilitarycampatthestart
of World War II, a federal court
said in 2-1 ruling Wednesday,
ending a 15-year legal battle in
thecase.

Landownersandtheirfamilies
claim the government promised
to sell back farmland used to
build Camp Breckinridge near
Henderson after the war in the
1940s. Instead, the government
sold it and the mineral rights
withoutpayingthem.Thefederal
government asked the court to
deny the claim, saying the time
to seek compensation had long
passed.

The federal government paid
about$3.1millionformorethan
35,000acresoffarmlandinthree
western Kentucky counties to
build the camp between 1942
and 1944. It housed soldiers,
including futurebaseballHallof
Famer Jackie Robinson and
future U.S. Sen. Bob Dole, and
Germanprisonersofwar.

The U.S. Cour t of Federal

Claims said more than 1,000
landowners and their families
cannot make a legal case that
theydeservetobepaidbackfor
thousands of acres the Army
used.

With the legaloptionsallbut
shutoff,attorneyssaynextmay
come an appeal to Congress,
which sent the
landowners’claims
to the cour t in
1994 to determine
if any compensa-
tionwasdue.

“Webelievethe
intentofCongress
wastoaddressthe
claims on their
merits,”saidattor-
neyStevePitt.“We
certainly will be bringing this
beforeourcongressionaldelega-
tion.”

Wednesday’srulingdismisses
a recommendation by another
judge on the court that the for-
mer landowners receive at least
$32million.

“I think it’s a low-down deci-
sion,” said 84-year-old William
GriggsofMorganfield,whohad
justgraduated fromhighschool
in May 1942, when his grandfa-
therwasforcedofftheland.

Mildred Watson of Dixon,
whoseparentsandgrandparents
lost200acresoffarmlandtothe
camp, called the decision disap-
pointing because “we know
we’vebeendonewrong.”

“From the word go, we just
lost all the way around,” said
Watson,whohasbeenpursuing
compensation for more than
three decades. “I don’t know
what we’ll do yet. We’ll have to
seewhatavenuesarestillopen.”

JudgesLawrenceS.Margolis
a n d  L o r e n  A .
Smith wrote a 20-
pagedecisionthat
“any award to the
Claimants would
constituteagratu-
ity” and recom-
mendedCongress
be advised that
t h e y  s h o u l d
receivenothing.

“Hundreds of tracts of land
were purchased by the Govern-
ment,andonlyahandfulofland-
owners testified that they were
personallypromisedtherightto
repurchasetheirlandafterWorld
WarIIended,”thejudgeswrote.
“Fur thermore, none of the
alleged repurchase promises
wereinwriting.”

JudgeCharlesLettowdissent-
ed in a 41-page opinion, saying
he would recommend at least a
$22 million award to any land-
owner or heir who did not pur-

suea legalclaimatthetimethe
propertywastaken.

“The former landowners
assiduouslypursuedtheirclaims
through petitions to executive
departmental officials, litigation
and petitions to Congress,” Let-
towwrote.

Attorney Nancie Marzulla of
Washington, D.C., said the
majority’s opinion doesn’t con-
sider how unfairly the landown-
ersandtheirfamiliesweretreat-
edbythegovernment.

“We got this cold-blooded
strictlegalanalysisthatabsolute-
ly ignores the plight of these
people,”MarzullatoldTheAsso-
ciatedPress. “Justbecause time
haspasseddoesn’tmeanit’stoo
latetodotherightthing.”

Justice Department spokes-
man Andrew Ames said the
agency is pleased the cour t
agreedwithitsarguments.

U.S.Rep.EdWhitfield,R-Ky.,
whose district covers much of
the old military post, said the
court’sopinionisonlyadvisory.

“Inthemonthstocome,Ilook
forwardtoworkingwithimpacted
Kentuckians toexploreways for-
wardtoaddress this issue,”Whit-
fieldsaidinastatement.

The federal gover nment
declared Camp Breckinridge
landsurplusin1962andsoldoff
the mineral rights and surface
land, over the objections of the
formerlandowners.

Courtrulesagainstformerlandowners
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praisesduringworkouts.He
isn’tinBuford’sface.

“Idothreereps(repetitions)
of12foreveryexercise,”Buford
said.“It’snottorture.Ifhesees
it’sgettingeasy,heincreasesthe
weight.”

Scott,whohassevenclients,
saidBufordiswillingtodomore
whilesomeclientshe’shadover
hissevenyearsinthebusiness
willstickwiththeroutineand
notwanttovaryit.

“Icantelladifference,”

Bufordsaidofhisphysical
condition.

“Afteraday’swork,Iwas
alwaystired,exhausted,but
nowmyenergylevelhas
increased.

“IfeelbetterthanIdid20
yearsago.Ican’tsayitturns
backtheclock,butitslows
downtheagingprocess.”

Newcomerswillfirstbe
testedforflexibility,strength,
rangeofmotion,cardiovascular
fitnessandbalance,among
otherthings,thenplacedwitha
personaltrainerbyNatalie

Henning,theHealthPark’s
managerofhealthandfitness.
Theydiscussaclient’sgoalsand
planworkoutstomeetthose
goals.

Scottsaidclientswhogeta
personaltrainermaywantto
loseweight,butenjoythe
workouts,socializingandresults
somuch,theysignonforlonger.
Bufordsaidhepays$45per
session.

“It’snotcheap,butyoucan’t
putapriceongoodhealth,”he
said.

Watkins,59,worksparttime
atOMHSasamedical
technologist.

Shehas25-minutesessions
onTuesdaysandThursdays

withherpersonaltrainer,Nick
Jones.

“Icouldn’tstandononeleg
andbalance,andnowIcan,”
Watkinssaid.“Maybethat
doesn’tseemlikealot,butIfeel
stronger.”

WatkinssaidJonespushes
hertoherlimits,butit’s“fun”
andbeneficial.

“Ican’tsayIhaveaperfect
body,butIfeelbetterabout
myself,”shesaid.“Iwas(ona)
rowing(machine),andIlooked
inthemirrorandsawhowmy
bicepsbulgedandthought,‘Hey,
thosearemyarms.’”

RichSuwanski,691-7315,
rsuwanski@messenger-inquirer.com

Fitness:Workoutwithtrainerhasboostedenergylevel
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offeredaspectacularviewofthe
OhioRiverasitcreptupseven
floors.

Thiswasaplacetotake
visitors.

Thisgaveusbraggingrights
asarealcity.

TheBigEhelpeddefineus
asadestinationforalotof
people.

Intheyearsthatfollowed,
EnglebertHumperdinckjogged
inStoneCreekPark.

BobHopewalkedhispoodle
downFirstStreetat1a.m.

RedSkeletonshoppedat
Anderson’sdowntown.

Liberacewanderedthrough
thelobbyoftheBigE,looking
atsweatersintheshops.

JimNabors,FrankieAvalon,
BobbyVinton,BillMonroeand
alotmoreateatMoonlite.

MickeyGilleydancedthe
nightawayattheoldBarnaby’s
afteroneofhisshowsatthe
ExecutiveInn.

GeorgeJonesandTravis
Trittshoppedforantiqueswhile
theyweretown.

TammyWynetteslippedup
fromNashvilleoncetositand
watchConwayTwittysing.

HennyYoungman,“theking
oftheone-liners,”satinthe
hotel’sdiningroom,waitingfor
agrilledcheesesandwich,
shootingone-linersatreporters
whilehekeptaneyeonthe
ladiesathistable.

Andwhocanforgetthenighta
shakenDollyPartonfledthehotel
inastatepolicecarafterreceiving
amysteriousphonecall?

OrtheWayniacswhocame
fromacrossAmericatosee
WayneNewtonperform?

Now,thehotelisclosed.
It’ssatcoldanddarkfornine

monthsnow,huddledonthe
riverbanklikeatimecapsule
fromabettertimeandplace.

Now,thecityhasagreedto
buyitfor$5million.

Planscallfortearingitdown
andusingthe17riverfrontacres
forsomethingelsedowntheroad.

Anewhotel,we’retold,will
bebuiltatSecondand
Fredericastreets,starting
nextyear.

ButIwonder,whenthecity
makesitsrequestforproposals
fromdevelopers,wouldn’titbea
goodideatogivethemonelast
chanceatbuyingtheExecutive
Inn?

Wecouldaskfortwoproposals.
OneforSecondand

Frederica—andonefortheBig
E.

Yeah,Iknowit’sbelievedto
bebeyondhope.

Itwouldcosttoomuchto
restore,wekeephearing.

Buttheviewfromthose
riversideroomsissomething
thatcan’tbeduplicatedin
Owensboro.

Itwaspriceless.
Andmaybe,justmaybe,

there’sadeveloperoutthere
whocouldfindawaytorestore
the260-roommainsectiontoits
glorydays.

Yeah,it’salongshot.
Butit’sworthonemoretry.

KeithLawrence,691-7301,
klawrence@messenger-inquirer.com

BigE:Hotelaspecialplace
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“It’sanofficialrulingfrommy
officethatit’sahomicide,”Howe
said. “It’ll be up to law enforce-
ment and the commonwealth’s
attorney, however they want to
doit.”

Of ficer Marian Cosgrove,
spokeswomanforOPD,saidthe
department has completed the
investigationandhashandedthe
case to the commonwealth’s
attorney.

Commonwealth’s Attorney
Br uce Kuegel said the case

will be submitted to the April
term of the Daviess County
GrandJury.

Jacksonremainsincustodyat
the Kentucky Correctional Psy-
chiatric Center in La Grange,
Kuegelsaid.

Kuegeldidnotsaywhat role
Jackson’s mental state will play,
ifany,inthecase.

“At this time I wouldn’t be
abletocomment(onthat),”Kue-
gelsaid.

DariushShafa,691-7302,
dshafa@messenger-inquirer.com

Homicide:Trialnears

ByDariushShafa
Messenger-Inquirer

Pretrial hearings will begin
todayinHopkinsvilleinthemur-
der case of Corinna Lynn Mul-
len, whose body was found in
1987 in the trunk of her car at
the Central City Street Depart-
mentgarage.

JimmieRoyceSpringer,afor-
mer boyfriend of Mullen’s, was
charged in the killing but was
acquitted following a two-day
trialin1988.

In 2006, however, new indict-
ments were brought against
Springerandfourothers,includ-
ing a former Central City police

of ficer and Mullen’s former
roommate, after an informant
told police that he or she (the
informant’snameandgenderare
unknown) witnessed Mullen’s
murder.

Springer was indicted on
countsofperjuryandcomplicity
to first-degree rape and first-
degree sodomy. Former Central
CitypoliceofficerBillyF.Fields
andJeffreyLeeBoydwereboth
charged with murder, kidnap-
ping, first-degree rape, first-
degreeperjury,first-degreesod-
omy and felony tampering with
physical evidence. Jimmie Dale
Cramer was charged with mur-

der, first-degree rape, first-
degree sodomy and kidnapping.
Angela Smith, Mullen’s former
roommate, was charged with
first-degreeperjuryandmultiple
complicitychargesinconnection
with the murder, rape, sodomy
andkidnappingofMullen.

At a 2006 hearing following
the indictments, a Kentucky
State Police investigator related
thestoryaninformanttoldhim.
According to that informant,
Boyd, Cramer and Fields raped
Mullen, while Smith watched,
and then beat her and put her
intothetrunkofhercar.

Mullen’sbodywasfoundOct.
2, 1987, and a medical examina-
tion found her cause of death
wasasphyxiation.Shewasbadly

beaten, according to the exami-
nation, and her body was muti-
latedwithaknife.

Today’shearingsarethefirst
step in the new trial. Mullen’s
sister, Heather Mullen, said she
and her family hope this is the
endof thischapter in their lives
and that her sister can get jus-
tice.

“At thispoint,we’re justglad
to get this done,” Mullen said.
“Mydadreallywantstoseethis
happen. I’m excited to see this
getoverwithsomydadcansee
itforhimself.”

Mullensaidherfatherisinill
healthandthathermotherdied
in2006withoutbeingabletoget
anyclosure.

“There’s no words to explain

the emotional damage it has
causedmyfamily,notonlyemo-
tionally,”Mullensaid.“Mymom
waited her whole life for this to
happen, and she passed away
beforeitcould....(Myfather)is
ready to get it over with. He’s
tired. He’s tired of fighting, I
think. I think having to revisit
thisoverandoveragainoverthe
years, I think it’soneof thebig-
gesthurtsformydad.”

It’salsobeenhardonCorinna
L ynn Mullen’s daughter, who
was just an infant at the time of
themurder.Nowsheisagrown
woman with a daughter of her
own.

“It’s bad enough to grow up
without knowing your parents,
but toget toknowyourparents

inthisway.Itdistortstheperson
she knows that her mom was,”
Mullen said. “Watching her
daughtergrowupandhavingto
hear all these things about her
mother,thatwasoneoftheworst
things.”

Mullensaidhersistershould
always be remembered as she
trulywas.

“The biggest thing I remem-
berwasthatshehadthebright-
est personality of any person
we’llevermeet.Shehadalotof
energy,”Mullensaid.“Sheloved
to laugh, and she loved to be
aroundherfamily.Itwasthebest
thingabouther.”

DariushShafa,691-7302,
dshafa@messenger-inquirer.com

Pretrialhearingsstartin1987Muhlenbergmurder
SpringerchargedinMullen’sslaying

Messenger-Inquirer

TheFarmServiceAgencywill
conduct a referendum for lamb
producers interested in the
Lamb Promotion Research and
InformationOrder.

The program collects 0.5
cents per pound for every lamb
sold. The vote will determine
whether theU.S.Departmentof
Agriculturewillcontinuethepro-
motionprogram.

Tobeeligibletovote,farmers
must provide documentation
showing they worked in lamb
production, feedingorslaughter
in2008.

Eligibilityformsareavailableat
countyFarmServiceAgencyoffic-
es.Thedeadlinetofillouta form
isatthecloseofbusinessFriday.

Formoreinformation,callthe
Daviess County Farm Service
Agencyofficeat684-9286.

Referendumsetonlambprogram
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said.Aneventscenter,artsacad-
emy and other amenities will
also make the city enticing to
young professionals, who can
oftenchoosewheretheywantto
live,Reevessaid.

“You’re attracting entrepre-
neurs, you’re attracting talent,”
Reevessaid.Theprojectwillput
Owensboroaheadofothercities
thatarevyingforthesamework-
ers,hesaid.

“Other communities will be
following us,” Reeves said. “We
needthemtobechasingus.

“What’sinitformeisIhavea
daughter that lives in Nashville
andadaughterthatlivesinLou-
isville,” Reeves said. “Why do
they do that? Because there’s

nothing(forthem)todohere.”
Work upgrading Smothers

Parkisbeginning“immediately,”
Reevessaid,butsaiditwilllikely
be three years before major
downtownconstructionstarts.

“There’s a lot of engineering
work to be done,” Reeves said.
“We have to do a major traffic
study. That’s a six- to 12-month
process. Probably the easiest
thing to do is the community
plaza.”

JamesMayse,691-7303,
jmayse@messenger-inquirer.com

Plan:Workwilltaketime

CAMPBRECKINRIDGE

Governmentdoesn’thavetopaycompensation
fornotsellinglandbackafterWorldWarII

“Ithinkit’salow-
downdecision.”

—WilliamGriggs,
84,ofMorganfield,

whosegrandfatherwas
forcedofflandin1942
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