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RichBrooksshortenshistimetable
atKentucky/B1

Coolpool

LifeguardKennahGalloway,16,bundlesupwith
atowelwhilewearingajacketWednesdayafter-
noonatCombestPoolnexttoChautauquaPark.
“I’mcoldouthere,”Gallowaysaid.Thepoolwill

close at noon today formaintenance, said J.P.
Clark,thepoolmanager.“They’reworkingonthe
pumps and pipes.” The pool is scheduled to
reopenFriday.

JohnDunham,Messenger-Inquirer/jdunham@messenger-inquirer.com,926-0123
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PacificWings
beginsservice
hereonSept.1
ByKeithLawrence
Messenger-Inquirer

PacificWingshopes tomake
a big splash when the airline
begins commuter flights from
the Owensboro-Daviess County
RegionalAirporttoNashvilleon
Sept.1.

“Every seat on every plane
will be free for the first week,”
Greg Kahlstorf, chief executive
officer of the Hawaii-based air-
line,saidWednesday.

“WeusuallydothatonChrist-
masEveandthedayafterChrist-
mas,” he said. “But it’s been so
long since Owensboro has had
regularly scheduled air service
that we thought we’d start that
way.”

The airline has discovered
that “it’s agoodway togetpeo-
ple introduced to our service,”
Kahlstorf said. “People who fly
for the novelty of it often come
backascustomers.”

PacificWingswillopenaWeb
siteforitsOwensboroservice—
which will operate as Kentucky-
Skies — and a telephone reser-
vationslinesoon,hesaid.

OncetheWebsiteandphone
line are open, people can book
the free flights on a first-come,
first-servedbasis,Kahlstorfsaid.

Pacific Wings plans three
flightsdaily,oneonSaturdayand
twoonSundayfromOwensboro
toNashville.TheflightstoNash-
ville and back would normally
cost$39eachway.

The airline had planned to
operateinKentuckyasKentucky
Blue. “I really liked that name,”
Kahlstorfsaid.“ButJetBlueowns
the rights to every combination
withtheword‘Blue.’Wehaveall
thenameswith‘Skies,’sowe’llgo
withKentuckySkies.”

PacificWingsofficialswillbe
inOwensboroonFridayforajob
fair from8a.m. to5p.m. in the
airportterminal.

“Weneedaboutadozenpeo-
ple towork thecounter and the
gates,”Kahlstorfsaid.“Andwe’ll
be hiring people for our opera-
tions inothercitiesaswell— if
they’rewillingtorelocate.”

Those  app ly ing  should
remember to bring their résu-
més,hesaid.

Kahlstorf said Pacific Wings
will bring one of its nine-seat
Cessna Caravans to Owensboro
on Friday so people can take a
lookatwhatithastooffer.

The company operates in
Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia,
NewMexicoandHawaii.

SeeFlights/PageA2
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ByBenFeller
AssociatedPress

WASHINGTON—Sixmonths inoffice,Presi-
dent Barack Obama sought Wednesday night to
rally support for sweeping health care legislation
he’s struggling to push through Congress,
expressing support for a surtax on families mak-
ingmorethan$1millionayeartohelppayforit.

Under pressure from Democrats to weigh in
personallyonthedetailsoflegislation,Obamaalso
vowed at a prime-time news conference to reject
any measure “primarily funded through taxing
middle-classfamilies.”

While the session was dominated by health
care,Obamasaidinresponsetoonequestionthat
Cambridge, Mass., police “acted stupidly” last
week in arresting Henry Louis Gates Jr., a black
scholar at Harvard, in his house. Police were
calledtothehousetoinvestigateapossiblebreak-
in.Gatesproducedidentificationbutwasarrested

SeeObama/PageA2

AssociatedPress

PresidentBarackObamaspeaksduringanews
conferenceWednesday in the East Roomof the
WhiteHouseinWashington.

Publiccomment
periodcomesnext
ByJamesMayse
Messenger-Inquirer

Gateway Planning Group
members presented the draft
downtown building design stan-
dards to Owensboro residents
Wednesday night and asked for
publiccommentssothedraftcan
beamendedandfinalized.

The hope, officials said, is to
have any changes made by fall,
sothestandardscanbepresent-
edtocityofficialsforapproval.

“We would like to see, by
early to midfall, it having been
considered and be implement-
ed,” Downtown Development
DirectorFredReevessaid.

TheGatewayPlanningGroup
is the Texas firm brought in by
city and county government to
craft thedowntownmasterplan.
GatewayPresidentScottPolikov
and Jay Narayan, the agency’s
project manager, presented the
designstandardstoabout50res-
identsWednesdayatOwensboro
CityHall.Themeetingwashost-
ed by PRIDE of Owensboro-
DaviessCounty.

“Tonight,wewantyour input
to make sure the philosophy of
what we’re doing, the technical
details of what we’re doing, will
work,”Polikovsaid.

The proposed standards cre-
ateeightoverlay“character”dis-
trictsforthedowntownareaand
establish standards for renovat-
ingexistingbuildingsorbuilding
newstructuresineach.

Thezoningregulationsdown-
town won’t change, so the stan-
dards won’t af fect building
design.Adowntowndesigncom-
mittee — made up of planning
commission officials and mem-
bers fromcitydepartments,and
headed by a city-appointed
administrator — will determine
whether applications for con-
struction in the character zones
conformtothestandards.

Thegoalistocreate“adjacen-
cypredictability,”Polikovsaid.

SeeGateway/PageA2
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ByDariushShafa
Messenger-Inquirer

Residents who live near the
OwensboroPoliceDepartment’s
firing range have a laundry list
of concerns about noise, safety
and the planned expansion that
issettobegininAugust.

The range, which is on Ken-
tucky 298 just southeast of the
city,isbuiltonthecity’soldland-
fill property. OPD’s plan is to
upgrade and modernize the
range, giving it computer auto-
mation and adding a “shoot-
house”—asteelbuildingwhere
officerscandolive-fireexercises

withoutfearofstraybulletscaus-
ingtroubleoutsidethebuilding.

At a meeting Wednesday in
the Fiscal Court room at the

Daviess County Cour thouse,
some residents called the range
unsafe and said it has no place
beingsoclosetoalandfillandto

people’shomes.
“It was quite evident that

those residents living near the
firing range would prefer the
rangenottobeinthatlocation,”
said OPD Chief Glenn Skeens,
who spoke at the meeting and
tookquestionsfromthe30orso
residentswhocame.

But because of budget con-
straintsandotherlimitations,the
site is the best choice for the
upgraded firing range, Skeens
said.

“The city and the police
department do feel it’s a benefi-
cialreuseofapreviouslyowned

siteandthatit’sasavingstothe
taxpayer,” Skeens said. “At this
point,Ifeelanothersitelocation
isnotanoption.”

However, Skeens said the
neighbors’ input should not be
ignored, because they have to
livenear the range.Though the
location is not something that
canbechanged,hesaid,officials
can still see if there’s anything
else they can do to make the
rangelessofanuisance.

“Wedowanttobegoodneigh-
bors, andwedounderstand that

SeeRange/PageA2

Residentstakeaimatcitypolice’sfiringrange
“Thecityandthepolicedepartment
dofeelit’sabeneficialreuseofa
previouslyownedsiteandthatit’s
asavingstothetaxpayer.Atthis
point,Ifeelanothersitelocationis
notanoption.”

—GlennSkeens
Owensboropolicechief

ByRicardoAlonso-Zaldivar
AssociatedPress

W A S H I N G T O N

D eterminedtoavoidthe
fatalmisstepsofthe
ClintonWhiteHouse,

PresidentBarackObamais
wobblingalonghisown
precariouspathtotryto
overhaulthenation’shealth
care.

WhereHillaryRodham
Clintonmicromanagedthe

1990seffort,Obamahasgiven
lawmakerslotsofroomand
heldbackfromofferinga
detailedplanofhisown—but
withnoindicationhisstrategy
isworkinganybetter.

Thesenseofbipartisanship
thepresidentinfusedintothe
effortinMarchhasbeen
dissipated;lawmakersmay
neverhavetakenitseriously.
Andtheclear,confident

SeeAnalysis/PageA2

Analysis:Withcredibilityatstake,
president’smisstepsareconfusing
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on a charge of disorderly con-
duct after protesting the police
conduct.

“NowIdon’tknow,nothaving
beenthere,whatroleraceplayed
inthat,”thepresidentsaid.Buthe
added that blacks and Latinos
oftenarestoppedbyauthoritiesin
disproportionatenumbers.Police
have dropped charges initially
lodgedagainstGates.

Obamastepped to themicro-
phone looking grayer than the
man who ran for president and
tookofficeinJanuaryandimme-
diately began confronting the
worst economic recession in
decades.

He defended his decision to
set a midsummer deadline for
the House and Senate to act on
health care, even if it isn’t met.
“I’mrushedbecauseIgetletters
everydayfromfamiliesthatare
being clobbered by health care
costs,andtheyaskme,‘Canyou
help?’”hesaid.

If theconsequencesarehigh
for nearly 50 million Americans
wholackinsurance,thepolitical
impact is huge for Obama, who
isputtingmuchofhiscredibility
onthelinetogaincongressional
passage. His stepped-up public
role comes as he faces rising
criticism fromRepublicans, slid-
ing public approval ratings and
divisionswithinhisparty.Obama
acknowledgedthatmanypeople
areuneasyaboutgrowingfeder-
albudgetdeficitsandthefast-ris-
inggovernmentdebt.

He said that without a dead-
lineforaction,arecentproposal
to curtail the growth in Medi-
carecostswouldnothavemate-
rialized“untilwhoknowswhen.”
He said in the past few days,
leaders in both houses had
agreedtoincorporateitintoleg-
islationtakingshape.

Askedifitwashisjobtopro-
duce a deal on legislation, the
president said: “Absolutely it’s
myjob.I’mthepresident.AndI
thinkthishastogetdone.”

He said that since he moved
into theWhiteHouse, “wehave
been able to pull our economy
backfromthebrink.”

Yet, he said, “of course we
still have a long way to go.”
Obamadidn’t say so,butunem-
ployment, currently9.5percent,
isexpectedtoremainstubbornly
highformanymonthstocome.

He was eager to talk about
healthcare—an issue thatnow
towersaboveallothers.“Thisisn’t
about me. I have great health
insurance, and so does every
memberofCongress,”hesaid.

The president said that in
additiontohelpingmillionswho
lack coverage, the health care
legislation is central to the goal
of eventually rebuilding the
economy stronger than it was
before the recession that began
morethanayearago.

HesaidMedicareandMedic-
aid,governmenthealthcarepro-
grams for the elderly and the
poor, are the “biggest driving
forcebehindourfederaldeficit.”

Unless they are tamed, he
said to a national TV audience,
“we will not be able to control
our deficit. If we do not reform
healthcare,yourpremiumsand
out-of-pocket costs will continue
toskyrocket.”

The  pr es ident  sa id  he
believed it was possible to fund
morethantwo-thirdsofthecost
ofhealthcarelegislationbyelim-
inating waste and redirecting
federal funds already being
spent.Therestmustcomefrom
highertaxes,hesaid.

The administration proposed
last winter a plan to raise taxes
on upper-income wage earners
by limiting their ability to claim
deductions.

Congress looked unfavorably
ontheproposal,andObamasaid
he was open to alternatives —
withonenotableexception.

“If I see a proposal primarily
funded through taxing middle-
class families, I’m going to be
opposedtoit,”hesaid.

It was not immediately clear
whether the president was sig-
naling he would accept at least
some higher taxes on middle-
class families as the price for
winningpassage.

As a candidate he vowed
repeatedly that no one earning
under$250,000wouldfacehigh-
er taxes if he won the White
House.

Obama’sremarksaboutapro-
posed taxonmillion-dollar fami-
lies aligned him with House
SpeakerNancyPelosi.Draftleg-
islationintheHousecallsforthe
sur tax on individuals making
$280,000 and families with

$350,000 income or more, but
she suggested earlier in the
week those levels should be
increased.

The president stepped to the
microphoneasCongresslabored
over his call for legislation to
expand health care to millions
wholackit,aswellascontrolthe
costsofmedicalcaregenerally.

In his opening statement, he
stressedthesecondofthosetwo
goals.

“In the past eight years, we
saw the enactment of two tax
cuts,primarilyforthewealthiest
Americans,andaMedicarepre-
scriptionprogram,noneofwhich
werepaidfor.”

He vowed anew that he
wouldn’tsignhealthcarelegisla-
tionthatwasn’tpaidfor,although
hisadministrationhasexempted

from that pledge an estimated
$245 billion to raise Medicare
feesfordoctors.

“Thisdebateisnotagamefor
these Americans, and they can-
notaffordtowaitforreformany
longer,” Obama said. “They are
lookingtousforleadership.And
wemustnotletthemdown.”

The president said he was
pleased banks are returning to
profitability. But he added,
“Whatwehaven’tseenIthinkis
the kind of change in behavior
andpracticesonWallStreetthat
wouldensure thatwedon’tfind
ourselvesinthefixwherewe’ve
gottobailoutthesefolksagain.”
He said legislation he has pro-
posedtoCongressincludesnew
regulations to control executive
compensation and limit exces-
siverisktaking.

Obama:Hedefendsdecisiononmidsummerdeadline
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The Jackson (Tenn.) Sun
reported recently that Pacific
Wings has selected that city’s
airport for its southern regional
headquarters and maintenance
hub.

The company will repair and
maintain planes for its Tennes-
see, Kentucky and Georgia
routes in Jackson, the newspa-
persaid.

The U.S. Depar tment of
Transportationhasapprovedan
annual subsidy of $1.07 million
for Pacific Wings’ flights from
OwensborotoNashvilleforeach
ofthenexttwoyears.

Great Lakes Airlines, which
won the Owensboro contract in
2008 but never started service,
had been guaranteed $1.45 mil-

lionayear.
Owensborohasonlyhadreg-

ularly scheduled commuter ser-
vice for about six weeks in the
28monthssincetheFederalAvi-
ation Administration shut down
RegionsAir in March 2007.
RegionsAir had served Owens-
borosince2001.

Big Sky Airlines served the
community from Thanksgiving
week2007 to Jan.7,2008.Great
LakesAirlineswon thecontract
toservethecommunityinFebru-
ary2008butneverbeganservice.

Allegiant Air has been flying
nonstop between Owensboro
and Orlando, Fla., since Febru-
ary.Butitdoesn’tofferconnect-
ingflightstoothercities.

KeithLawrence,691-7301,
klawrence@messenger-inquirer.com

Flights:They’llbefree
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locally, many people would not
like to live near a firing range,”
Skeenssaid.

Safetyand thenoise fromthe
rangeare thebiggest concerns,
residentssaid.Toalleviate those
concerns,additional15 to20 feet
earthenwallswillbebuiltonthree
sidesof therange.Theywillnot
only catch rounds but also help
funnelsoundup,Skeenssaid.

OPD’sbombsquad,oneoffive
in thestate,uses the rangeasa
safezone todetonateanyhome-
madeexplosivesthatcanbesafe-
ly moved there for disposal, as
well as for training.Skeenssaid
OPDwillevaluatehowtheytrain
in an effort to lower the noise
fromsuchtraining.

Engineers are also present
throughout the year, Skeens
said,asisproperprocedurewith
the landfill,monitoring forenvi-
ronmental problems, methane
leaksandotherhazards.

“If at any time we felt the
rangewasunsafe,wewouldcall
a cease-fire and shut the range
down,”Skeenssaid.

Skeens and Daviess County
SheriffKeithCainsaidtheywill
examine ways to use the coun-
ty’s reverse 911 system to con-
tact residents in theareaofany
training or unscheduled bomb
detonation.Thoughlawenforce-
mentalsotrainsatnight,Skeens
promised a stop-time of 10 p.m.
fortherange.

Amarkingsystemto letresi-
dentsknowwhentherangeisin
use is also being investigated,
and Cain said making that hap-

pen should not be dif ficult.
Improvements to the road and
relocation of the gate are also
easychangesthatwerebrought
up and met with approval from
officials.

Despite the meeting and all
itspromises,residentsstillhave
doubts about having a firing
range so close to their homes
andfamilies.

“We just want some peace,”
said Nancy McCormick, who
ownsandoperatesBlueberriesof
DaviessCounty, a you-pick fruit
operation nearby. “I think they
could find a more appropriate
placeandevenaplacetogrow.”

The meeting was positive,
shesaid.

“Itgivesusanopportunityto
let them know how we feel,”
McCormick said. “I think he
(Skeens) listened. Whether or
nottheyrespond,Idon’tknow.”

DaviessCountyCommission-
er Bruce Kunze said he was
pleased with the meeting but
more needs to be done before
theplannedground-breaking.

“The more information you
have and the more you under-
stand about what they’re doing
makes it easier to accept it,”
Kunzesaid.“Butthere’sgoingto
be some people who, no matter
whatyoudo,willnotacceptit.

“Ithoughtitwasagoodmeet-
ingoverallbutIthinkweneeda
follow-up,” Kunze said. “Before
that happens (constr uction
begins) thereneeds tobesome
discussion.”

DariushShafa,691-7302,
dshafa@messenger-inquirer.com

Range:Residentsspeakout

FromtheFrontPage

If a developer invests in a
building downtown, “you need
to know ... what’s going to hap-
pennexttoyou,”Polikovsaid.

Existing downtown business-
es will have to conform to the
design standards if improve-
ments to their buildings are
above a certain percentage of
the building’s assessed value.
Thatthresholdhasnotbeenset.

The threshold could be as
highas30percentto50percent
over a fixed period of time,
Polikovsaid.Settingathreshold
willpreventroutinerepairsfrom
making an existing business
subjecttothestandards.

“Wedon’twanttoputanyone
outofbusiness,”Polikovsaid.

Sean Dysinger, a member of
theboardof zoningadjustment,
asked if the thresholds could
dissuade people from investing
intheirdowntownproperties.

“If I’m getting close to the
threshold,isn’tthatgoingtodis-
courageme?”Dysingerasked.

Polikov said some business
owners might choose to delay
making renovations because of
the standards. But Polikov said
business owners might choose
to invest in their buildings as
other parts of their character
districtincreaseinvalue.

“Atsomepoint,themarketis
going to encourage them to
cross over, jump on board” and
make improvements, Polikov
said.

Having a threshold will help
existing downtown business
owners decide if they want to
upgradetheirbuildingsormove
toanewlocation,Polikovsaid.

In cases where the design
committee rejects a building
plan, a developer can appeal to
the historic preservation board
— which can recommend
approval if the proposal fits the
overalldowntownmasterplan.

“Thekey iswedon’twant to
stiflecreativity,”Polikovsaid.

After the meeting, Virginia
Marx, president of PRIDE of
Owensboro-DaviessCounty,said
the design standards will help
attract investment in downtown
buildings.

“IfIownedpropertydowntown,
I can only see the advantage,”
Marx said. “Whatever goes up
next to me is going to be con-
trolled.Ithinkthatwillbeasignifi-
cantadvantagetodowntown.”

Thestandardscreate“consid-
eration of the entire street,”
Marxsaid.

Public comments will be
reviewed by Gateway officials,
andthefinalversionofthestan-
dards will then be sent to the
PlanningCommission.Thecom-
mission will recommend the
standardsbeapprovedorreject-
edandthedocumentwillbefor-
warded to the Owensboro City
Commission for consideration
andavote,Reevessaid.

JamesMayse,691-7303,
jmayse@messenger-inquirer.com

Gateway:Rulesunveiled

FromtheFrontPage

messageoflastyear’s
presidentialcampaignhas
turnedintoconfusingpolicy
optionsandmessypolitics,a
standoffonCapitolHillover
howtoexpandandimprove
healthcoverage—and
somehowpayforit.

It’sallrecastingObama’s
image.Thecool,crispcandidate
whocaptivatedvoterslastfall
hasbeenreplacedbyapresident
whoisconstantlycallingfor
action,withlittletoshowforit
andhiscredibilityatstake.

Democratsareputtingona
braveface,notingthatin
Congressastandstillcanquickly
shiftintohigh-gearaction.

“Ihavenoquestionwehave
thevotesonthefloorofthe
Housetopassthislegislation,”
SpeakerNancyPelosi,D-Calif.,
saidWednesday.Butshehasn’t
scheduledavote.

Aroundthecountry,doubts
arecreepingin.Amajorityof
Americans—56percent—still
thinkObamacanpulloffan
overhaul.ButanewAssociated
Press-Gfkpollfoundthat
disapprovalofhowhe’shandling
healthcarespikedinthepast
threemonths.Disapproval
standsat43percent,upfrom28
percentinApril.Overall,just
halfapproveofthewayObama
isdealingwiththeissue.

Obamasaysit’snotabouthim.
Butconfidenceinhisapproach
isslipping.

Independents,middle-of-the-
roaderswhowerevitalfor
Obama’selection,areincreasingly
skeptical.Forty-sevenpercent
disapproveofhowheishandling
healthcare,upfrom30percentin
April,theAPpollshows.

Whatwentwrong?
Thequesttoguarantee

healthinsuranceforall
Americanshasneverbeeneasy,
becauseitmeansraisingtaxes
andexpandingtheroleofthe
federalgovernment.Addtothat
Obama’sgoaloftamingmedical
costs,andthedegreeof
difficultygetsmuchhigher.

ThelastDemocratsto
attemptit—PresidentBill
ClintonandfirstladyHillary
RodhamClinton—were
accusedofmicromanagement
aftertheyhandedCongressa
1,300-pagebillthathadtaken
monthstodraftintheisolation
oftheWhiteHouseoffice

complex.BillClintonwentonto
wavehisvetopenata
DemocraticCongress,saying
he’dsettlefornothingshortof
coverageforall.

Hesettledfornothing.
Obamawasgoingtotakea

humblerpathbutonethathe
hopedultimatelywouldreachthe
goal.Hisstrategywastosetthe
tone,paintthebigpictureandlet
seasonedleadersinCongress
workoutthedetails.Everybody
wouldhaveanownershipstakein
thelegislation.

Theproblem:Hemayhave
cuthisDemocraticalliesin
Congresstoomuchslack,both
onpolicydecisionsandpolitical
strategy.Heunderestimatedthe
depthofideologicaldivisionson
healthcare.

IntheHouse,liberal
committeechairmendrafteda
billthatdoesn’tevenrepresenta
consensusoftheirown
members,moderatesand
conservativeswhosevotesthey
needtopassitonthefloor.In
theSenate,Democratsheaded
offindifferentdirections.One
groupproducedapartisanbill;
anotherkeepssearchingfora

compromisewithRepublicans.
Obama—likeamodern-day

fatherwithasomewhat
dysfunctionalfamily—hastried
toencourage,notcriticize.With
Congress,thatdoesn’tseemto
beworking.

Battleshavebrokenoutover
majorissues:Howtoraise$1
trillionto$1.5trillionover10
yearstocovertheuninsured;
whetherthegovernmentshould
offeraplanthatcompeteswith
privateinsurance;howtomake
sureemployersandindividuals
contributetheirfairshare.

Notwantingtoalienate
lawmakerswhohavetakensides
onanissue—butcouldbeallies
lateron—Obamaforthemost
parthasavoidedcomingdown
hard.Andbecausehelackshis
ownpublicplan,it’soften
unclearwherethe
administrationstands.

“Hedoesn’thaveaplan,”said
Sen.CharlesGrassley,R-Iowa,
oneofthebipartisannegotiators.
“He’sgivensomebroad
guidelinesofwhatoughttobe
done,butyoufind(the
congressionalbills)nowbeing
completelycontrarytotheletter

thatthepresidentsentuphereon
June2whenhesaidthathe
wantedtobendtheinflationcurve
ofmedicalcaredownward.”

It’screatedtheimpression
thattheadministrationistrying
tohaveitallways.

Forexample,Obamainsisted
fromthebeginningtheoverhaul
won’taddtothedeficit.Butthis
weekhisbudgetdirectorsaid
thatpledgedoesn’tincludean
estimated$245billioninthe
Housebilltorestore
programmedcutsinMedicare
paymentstodoctors.

It’sunclearhowObamawill
moveforward.Bipartisantalks
continueintheSenate,butthere
seemstobelittlechanceof
resumingthecivildialogue
Obamasoughttolaunchatthe
beginningbyinvitingallsidesto
aWhiteHousesummitonhealth
care.

“Weneedtoputthebrakes
onthispresident,”Sen.Jim
DeMint,R-S.C.,toldNBCon
Wednesday.“Hisgoalseemsto
beagovernmenttakeover,not
makinginsurancemore
available.SoIdothinkweneed
tostopthepresidentonthis.”

Analysis:Confidenceinpresident’sapproachisslipping

AssociatedPress

PresidentBarackObamareactsduringquestioningWednesdayattheWhiteHouseinWashington.

ByTheAssociatedPress

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica —
TalksonresolvingtheHondu-
ran political crisis headed
toward failure Wednesday
when the interimgovernment
indicated it would reject a
mediator’s final proposal for
returning ousted President
ManuelZelayatopower.

Zelaya,who is inneighbor-
ing Nicaragua, declared the
mediation effort a failure and
vowed to return to Honduras
on Friday without an agree-
ment.Hesaidhewouldtravel
to northern Nicaragua today

andtrytocrosstheborderby
landthenextdayaccompanied
byhiswifeandchildren.

“Thecoupleadersaretotal-
lyrefusingmyreinstatement,”
Zelaya,whoworeawhitecow-
boy hat and arrived escorted
by local police, told a news
conference in the Nicaraguan
capital. “By refusing to sign,
(thetalks)havefailed.”

Costa Rican President
OscarArias,whomediatedthe
talks with U.S. backing, pre-
sented an 11-point plan that
called for Zelaya’s return to
thepresidencyintwodays.

Hondurastalksfaltering;
oustedleadervowsreturn




